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Meadowcroft Rockshelter and Historic Village
Program Saturday, March 18, 2023

The March meeting of the Jefferson Township Historical Society will be on Saturday, March 18, 2023 at 10:00 am in the White Church building located in Eldersville on Fire Road across from the fire hall. GPS address is 11 Fire Road, Burgettstown, PA 15021.
The investigation of the Meadowcroft Rockshelter will be celebrating its 50th anniversary on June 18, 2023. Over those 50 years the excavation pit has been left open for study, and those five decades have caused the soil to dry and crack, risking the site’s valuable information. This requires occasional preservation projects of the archaeological site, and the one of the 21st century’s largest projects happened during Meadowcroft’s 2022 season.
Andrew Donovan, Education and Program Manager for Meadowcroft Rockshelter and Historic Village will be at the White Church on March 18, 2023 to discuss last summer’s excavation work at the Rockshelter; why the work was undertaken, what was done, and what was uncovered. Last year’s work made national headlines, but only Jefferson Township Historical Society will get an inside look at the most recent work done at one of America’s most important archaeological sites.

Andrew received his bachelor’s degree in History with a minor in Anthropology from Arizona State University. After eight years in the desert, he moved back to his native western Pennsylvania to once again enjoy its deciduous forests and four seasons. Mr. Donovan joined the Meadowcroft staff in 2010 as the Blacksmith Interpreter and has served in the role of Education and Program Manager since 2013; developing and overseeing the museum’s public and educational programming. He has worked with Meadowcroft’s Principal Investigator, Dr. James Adovasio, since 2016 to organize the Rockshelter collection for long term accessibility, publication, and curriculum development. For the 2022 preservation projects Andrew served as a field-tech; excavating and processing samples while maintaining the inventory of all materials associated with the project.

There will be refreshments and time for fellowship following the meeting. Bring a guest. You do not need to be a member to attend any of our meetings.
ANNUAL DUES are DUE Please complete the enclosed Membership Application to pay your 2023 dues and return it with your check by mail or bring it to the meeting on March 18.
COVERING THE BLUE Diane and her committee have continued to crochet lap blankets for wounded police officers. At last count, they have mailed 1748 lap blankets.
